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Water Quality Coordinating Committee  
 
The Water Quality Committee brings together many 
organizations in order to improve and protect water 
resources in Steuben County. The committee works to: 

 Educate the public about water quality issues and 
strategies for protecting water resources; 

 Identify and prioritize water quality problems; 

 Establish water quality goals; 

 Develop an action plan for protecting and improving 
wetlands, riparian buffer zones, infiltration areas, 
agricultural resources, unique natural areas, and flood 
storage areas;  

 Implement projects that enhance water quality; and 

 Seek funding for water quality programs. 
 
 

Managing Resident Geese on Loon Lake 
By Eric Busch 
 
Most folks would say that a Canada goose is a handsome bird. Most folks would also say that a large flock of Canada 
geese is a nuisance, primarily because each adult bird deposits 1-3 pounds of feces per day, fouling lake water and 
lakeside beaches, parks, and yards. 
 
At Loon Lake we began a control effort 2 years ago as the resident flock was approaching 65 birds and causing many 
complaints. We did our research and decided to try to control the number of geese hatching each year from lakeside 
nests. The primary goal of the Loon Lake Watershed Improvement Alliance was to prevent large amounts of nutrient-
rich goose waste from entering the lake directly or indirectly; and secondarily, to prevent the fouling of lakeside yards 
and constrain aggressive goose behavior.  
 
Migratory geese, those passing through but often pausing in large flocks in the fall, may not be harmed per international 
treaty that protects all migratory birds. But resident geese, which nest in the spring at lake’s edge and stay on the lake 
for the summer and fall, are the greater nuisance and may be controlled in very specific ways per federal law. Some 
states also add regulations to the federal restrictions but New York does not. New York, in fact, would like to see a major 
reduction in the Canada goose population. 
 

Loon Lake, Steuben County, NY 
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The Loon Lake goose management work complies with federal law and required procedures. The volunteers work 
essentially as agents of landowners and only with explicit permission from involved landowners. 
 
In late April and early May of 2015 and 2016 we located 4 nests lakeside each year as early as possible in their 28 day 
incubation period and received permission to treat 3 nests each year. After going on-line to the federal registration 
website, logging the address, landowner, date of treatment, and three of us as agents, we proceeded to oil the eggs in 
each nest. (Registration on the site is instantaneous.) Each nest had 5 to 7 large eggs in it.  
 
Each nest was found in a very defensible location, usually in a slight depression on the ground just inside a stone wall or 
large stones on a peninsula or island. The best way to find the nests was with binoculars and also by kayak on the lake. 
The male would be away from the nest, usually 50-75 feet off shore and would not give away the nest location. The 
female would be very still, pressing herself low to the nest to be less visible, and would be well camouflaged with the 
stones. The best locations were used from year to year and had the biggest geese present. 
 
If one simply destroys the eggs, we are told the adults will lay more eggs. Therefore eggs may, according to federal rules, 
be shaken for ten minutes each (called addling) or oiled with corn oil. We chose to use the oil, which has been 100% 
effective when applied with a simple household sprayer to both sides of the egg.  
 
The adult geese are very aggressive in protecting their nests, especially the older ones. We found it necessary to have 
three alert persons present, two to protect and one to treat the eggs. We found the best object for each person to use is 
a trash can lid with handle in the middle, Captain America style. 
 
Our goal was to minimize the size of the flock on the lake. In 2015 we treated 18 eggs and the next year 19 for a total of 
37. The resident flock has decreased from about 65 birds to 25, with one other nest hatching out each year, and with 
natural deaths and some hunting by others.  
 
The flock that remains has been much less aggressive and has been fouling far fewer properties, although some 
complaints are still received. With fewer young to watch over, more of the adults leave the lake during the day to forage 
elsewhere for food, and therefore leave their droppings elsewhere. And very importantly, the reduction of 40 birds has 
resulted in a calculated 6 tons less goose waste being deposited in and near the lake over the course of the spring to fall 
season. From a water quality perspective this reduction of 6 tons of nutrients per year is very significant and is welcome 
news. We do intend to continue with this program.  
 
A useful article, “Management of Canada Goose Nesting,” by U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service can be found at: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/downloads/canada_goose.pdf. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website to register to oil eggs is: https://epermits.fws.gov/eRCGR.   
 
 

Septic Inspection Program on Lamoka and Waneta Lakes 
 
Underperforming onsite wastewater treatment systems are thought to contribute to excess nutrient loading in Lamoka 
and Waneta Lakes. In an effort to address this problem, the Towns of Tyrone, Orange, and Wayne all passed look-a-like 
wastewater management laws in the summer of 2006. These local laws establish mandatory minimum standards and 
maintenance requirements for onsite wastewater treatment systems on properties with access or deeded lake access 
(i.e. properties within the Lamoka/Waneta Lakes Water Quality Improvement District). These laws are the result of an 
effort by lakefront property owners, the Lamoka Waneta Lakes’ Association, and the Schuyler County Water Quality 
Coordinating Committee, to require that all property owners do their part to ensure the water quality of their shared 
resources. 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/downloads/canada_goose.pdf
https://epermits.fws.gov/eRCGR
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Only You Can Prevent the Spread of Invasives 
Adapted from Lamoka Waneta Lakes Association newsletter 
 
Invasive species can travel by many paths from one lake to 
another, but one of the most frequent ways for them to travel is 
to hitchhike with humans - who might not even be aware they are 
spreading these species. There seem to be more and more nasty 
invaders. Most people have heard of the threats from zebra 
mussels and Eurasian water milfoil. But there are more all the 
time: Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia, or VHS, is a virus spreading 
from the Great Lakes that has caused massive fish kills in New York 
State. Water chestnut, a very aggressive invasive plant, has spread 
along significant stretches of the Hudson River. Didymo, invasive 
algae, is found in many nearby fishing streams. Asian clams have 
recently been found in Lake George. Cayuga Lake is threatened 
by hydrilla, which has been described as “one of the world’s 
worst aquatic invasive plants.” 
 
So please, if you take boats, fishing gear, or kids’ toys from one body of water to another, please take precautions. The 
basic steps are check, clean, and dry. Check all the equipment to ensure that there are no plant pieces, mussel larvae, 
eggs, algae, or mud. Then clean your boats and gear. Dry completely for at least 5 days. 
 
Don't dump aquariums into the lakes: Plants, fish, crabs, snails, and other organisms that are in fish tanks can cause 
environmental disruption. Dispose of unwanted aquarium material in the trash, not in the lakes.  
 
Use native species in water gardens and fish ponds: It's very hard to keep ponds from overflowing during some of our 
downpours. If you only use native plants, any overflows won't add additional threats to the ecology of our lakes. 
 

Remember: Check, Drain, and Dry! 
 
 

Loon Lake Fish Story 
By Helen and Ed Sick 
 
The History of Loon Lake, by Clyde E. Shults, gives us a little insight on what 
fishing was like in the early 1900’s. At that time, the game fish were perch 
pike, grass pickerel, and two varieties of small mouth black bass, the 
blondes who lived in the weeds and the brunettes who lived on the gravel 
bottom. There were also rock bass who grew to a large size, bullheads who 
grew to a larger than commercial size, and yellow perch who grew 
extraordinarily large. Perch pike were introduced to Loon Lake and stocked 
each year, but they were not native and did not breed because there was 
no outlet. Calico bass were also introduced, but did not do well. Mr. Shults 
reported that the fishing in Loon Lake had not been as good since the 
advent of the automobile in numbers. 
  
In 1947, the DEC did a netting operation and collected the following fish: smallmouth black bass, rock bass, white 
crappie, common sunfish, yellow perch, pike perch, chain pickerel, common bullhead, lake herring, chub suckers, 
common sucker, golden shiner, and eastern Johnny darter.  
  

Inspect your boat, trailer and other equipment for 

attached plants and animals and dispose on dry 

land before leaving a waterbody. 
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In the 1980s, there were a lot of perch in Loon Lake, but they were small. DEC stocked sterile tiger muskies from 1985 
until 1990, putting in about 8,000 fish. In 1989, two tiger muskies were caught and mounted, one in the spring while 
fishing for bullhead in the channel; the other was caught while ice fishing. Tiger muskies also washed up on shore, one of 
which was 42 inches long. The tiger muskies only lived about 10 years, but this helped with the size of the perch. We 
now catch some that are 7 to 12 inches long. 
  
The Loon Lake Association stocked 1,800 large mouth black bass in 1989 and 1990. They have done really well. 
  
The Loon Lake Association stocked 2,000 walleye fingerlings (1-3 inches long) from 1999 to 2001. They didn’t do very 
well. Apparently, we were just feeing the bass. The Lake Association decided to try stocking walleyes again, this time 
larger fish (6-10 inches long), from 2012 to 2016. A recent fish survey found two walleyes.  
 
A team from Finger Lakes Community College conducted a survey on two days at six locations using electro-fishing in 
both day and evening. The fish that they found, listed in order of quantity, were: yellow perches, chain pickerel, golden 
shiners, chub suckers, pumpkinseeds, largemouth bass, brown bullheads, bluegills, small mouth bass, black crappies, 
rock bass, walleyes, and white suckers. 
 
 

Sometimes it Rains and Rains and Rains 
By Janet Thigpen 
 
Most people love to be near water—boating, fishing, swimming, hiking, or simply relaxing. In Steuben County, we are 
blessed with beautiful lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands. But every now and then these treasures can become a 
menace, overflowing their banks and threatening nearby development. How can we prepare for floods and avoid some 
of the damage?  
 
The most effective strategy is to make room for water, keeping development away from streambanks and floodplains. If 
vegetated buffers are left along streams and lakeshores, there is a place for water to spread out and slow down. After 
water levels drop, we can resume our enjoyment of these waterside areas without cleaning up a mess.  
 
Anywhere that it rains—meaning everywhere in the county—there are opportunities to reduce the amount of runoff 
that rushes downhill into streams and rivers. Although roofs and pavement prevent water from soaking into the ground, 
we can compensate by directing runoff into depressions (rain gardens or stormwater ponds) and preserving or restoring 
natural features, such as forests and wetlands. It is best to manage water close to where the rain falls by allowing it to 
slow down, spread out, and soak into the ground.  
 
When, for various reasons, development is in places that may flood, there are ways to adapt to and live with flooding. 
Most importantly, stay safe during a flood by seeking high ground, heeding evacuation orders, and never, ever driving 
through floodwater. (You can’t control a vehicle when it begins to float and you can’t see the condition of a flooded 
road—it may have washed away.) Although flood control levees and dams protect many of the county’s riverfront 
communities, remember that these structures reduce—but do not eliminate—the risk of flooding. Building standards 
require that new construction in mapped floodplains be elevated above anticipated flood heights. For existing buildings, 
it is possible to reduce damage with floodproofing techniques, such as elevating utilities, anchoring fuel tanks, using 
water-resistant building materials, and locating vulnerable items upstairs. Finally, you can protect your financial 
investment by carrying flood insurance on buildings and their contents. (Standard insurance policies do not cover flood 
damage.) 
 
Enjoy the Steuben County’s water, but also beware of too much rain. Flooding or flash flooding happens somewhere in 
the county almost every year. 
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Grass Carp for Weed Control 
By Derek Woollatt 

 
Tanglewood is an approximately 27 acre, shallow, private, man-made lake. 
There was always an excessive growth of weeds—which made use of the lake 
for boating, fishing or swimming unpleasant, if not impossible. After careful 
review of ‘harvesting’ the weeds or using herbicides, our homeowners 
association decided to try grass-eating carp and applied to the DEC for 
permission. Fortunately, our lake was created by building a dam with a 
concrete drop inlet as the spillway. Adding grates to the spillway to ensure 
that none of the carp could be swept downstream into Michigan Creek and 
hence the Cohocton River was not difficult. The only other requirement for 
DEC approval was to get permission to install the carp from all lakeside 
homeowners.  
 

After consultation with Phil Faber of Finger Lakes Aquaculture, we decided to install 100 sterile, grass eating carp in 2008 
and another 100 in 2009. This has been very successful and the weed growth is now limited to some water lilies, which 
the carp do not like, and some growth in shallow inlets. Boating and fishing on the lake are now enjoyable. 
 
The expected useful, weed-eating life of the carp is about seven years. While weed growth is still acceptable, we 
introduced fifty more carp in 2015 to maintain a healthy carp population. We will continue to monitor the lake for 
weeds and introduce additional carp every few years. 
 
 

Vogt Road Project 
By Jeff Parker 
 
The Steuben County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) stabilized a 

severely eroded road ditch located in the Keuka Lake Watershed. This area 

experienced two storm events in 2015, one in May and another in early 

June. Both events produced rainfall amounts exceeding 4" per hour and 

lasted only 1.5 hours. Due to the steepness of the watershed and excessive 

erosion of a road ditch, a 4' x 4' culvert at the bottom of the hill on County 

Route 88 plugged during both storms. This caused flooding of the roadway 

and a house below the County Road. The eroded material came from the 

Town of Urbana drainage system along Vogt Road, where roadside ditches 

washed out to more than 4' deep. Tons of material washed down the hill 

and plugged the Route 88 culvert more than 200 feet below. 

 

The culvert at County Route 88 was a recently installed 4' x 4' culvert—

sized by the county engineer to carry a storm event expected to recur 

about every 50 to 75 years. But during these two storms, water couldn’t get 

through because the culvert filled up with gravel, rocks, and debris. It’s not 

possible to size a structure to meet this need. After all, the previous 36” 

culvert had worked with no problems for 50 years. The SWCD determined 

that upstream road ditch stabilization was needed to reduce erosion along 

Vogt Road. 

 

Grass carp (courtesy of Peter Halasz). 

Debris closed County Route 88. 
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The Vogt Road ditch flows into a woodlot and heads directly downhill.  In 

many places thru these woods the channel has now eroded to bedrock. It 

was feared that any future erosion from the upstream road drainage 

system would enter the County Route 88 culvert at a greater pace. If 

sediment continued to wash down from Vogt Road, frequent maintenance 

would be needed to keep the culvert open and prevent flooding of a house 

and County Route 88. 

 

Although the storms that caused this damage were locally severe, no state 

or federal disaster was declared. Therefore, no FEMA disaster funding was 

available to help pay for repairs. The SWCD was able to obtain state 

funding to be used towards the stabilization of the Vogt Road drainage 

system. However, this was not enough to fix the problem. Project funding 

was also secured from a combination of other sources, including the Town 

of Urbana, Finger Lakes—Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance, the 

Steuben County Department of Public Works, and the SWCD stabilization 

program.  

 

The SWCD was able to treat 800' of road ditch along Vogt Road, where 

erosion was 4' deep or greater in places. The ditch and roadway shoulder 

were stabilized by filling the eroded ditch, using rock lining, and installing 

check dams every 50 feet. The County and the District are also working to 

improve a stretch of channel at the entrance of the Route 88 box culvert 

with check dams and also to develop a maintenance schedule in order to 

reduce future flood damages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 
 
  

Erosion along Vogt Road. 

Stabilized road ditch on Vogt Road. Stabilized channel at County Route 88. 
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Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) 
From the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation website (www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/77118.html)  
 
What are Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs)? 

Most algae are harmless and are an important part of the 
food web. Certain types of algae can grow quickly and form 
blooms, which can cover all or portions of a lake. Even large 
blooms are not necessarily harmful. However, some species 
of algae can produce toxins that can be harmful to people 
and animals. Blooms of algae species that produce—or have 
the potential to produce—toxins are referred to as harmful 
algal blooms (HABs). HABs blooms most often occur in 
nutrient-rich waters, particularly during hot, calm weather. 
 
Avoid Algal Blooms 

Because it is hard to tell a HAB from other non-harmful algae 
blooms, it is best to avoid swimming, boating, otherwise 
recreating in, or drinking water with a bloom. DEC strongly 

recommend avoiding all contact with any floating mats, 
scums, or discolored water. It is not easy to tell by looking at 
it if a bloom will produce toxins or other compounds that 
can be harmful to human health or animals. Laboratory 
analysis of a water sample is needed to confirm the 
presence of toxins. 
 
Before you go in the water, find out what waterbodies have 
blooms or have had them in the past. DEC maintains a HABs 
Notifications page (www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/83310.html) 
of waterbodies that currently have blooms. Please note that 
if a waterbody is not listed, it does not mean that it does not 
have a bloom. It may have one that was not reported. Find 
out what waterbodies have had blooms in the past on the 
HABs Archive page (www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/83332.html).  
 
Freshwater Blue-green Algal Blooms 

Cyanobacteria (also known as blue-green algae), are 
naturally present in lakes and streams in low numbers. 
Cyanobacteria HABs are the most common type of blooms in 
New York. Sometimes, depending on environmental 
conditions, cyanobacteria can grow very quickly and produce 
blooms with high numbers of cells. Cyanobacteria can form 
blooms that discolor the water or produce floating scums on 
the surface of the water. HABs can reduce the recreational 
value of a waterbody, due to unpleasant appearances and 
odors. HABs cause a variety of ecological problems, such as 
reduced oxygen levels. The factors that cause cyanobacteria 
to produce toxins and other harmful compounds are not well 
understood. 
 

HABs may look like parallel streaks, usually green, on 

the water surface. 

HABs may have the appearance of pea soup. 

HABs may have the appearance of spilled green paint. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/77118.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/83310.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/83332.html
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What should I do if I see or come in contact with a bloom? 

 If you see it - avoid it. 

 People, pets and livestock should avoid contact with water that is discolored or has algae scums on the surface. 
Colors can include shades of green, blue-green, yellow, brown or red. If contact does occur, rinse thoroughly with 
clean water to remove algae. 

 Never drink untreated surface water, whether or not algae blooms are present. Untreated surface water may 
contain other bacteria, parasites or viruses, as well as cyanotoxins that could cause illness if consumed. 

 People not on public water supplies should not drink surface water during an algal bloom, even if it is treated, 
because in-home treatments such as boiling, disinfecting water with chlorine or ultraviolet (UV), and water filtration 
units do not protect people from HABs toxins. 

 Stop using water and seek medical attention immediately if symptoms such as vomiting, nausea, diarrhea, skin, eye 
or throat irritation, allergic reactions or breathing difficulties occur after drinking or having contact with blooms or 
untreated surface water. 

 Please report any health symptoms to NYS Health Department at harmfulalgae@health.ny.gov and your local health 
department (Hornell office, 607-324-8371). 

 For answers to other frequently asked questions go to the DEC HABs FAQ page 
(www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/91570.html).  

 If you suspect that you have seen a HAB or you, your family, or pet has been in contact with a bloom, please report 
the bloom to the DEC. Fill out and submit a Suspicious Algal Bloom Report Form (download from 
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/77118.html). Email the completed form and, if possible, attach digital photos (close-up 
and landscape to show extent and location) of the suspected bloom to HABsInfo@dec.ny.gov. 

 

    

HABs may look like green dots, clumps or globs on 

the water surface. 

HABs may look like blue, green, or white spilled paint on 

the water surface. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/91570.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/77118.html
mailto:HABsInfo@dec.ny.gov

