Cornell Cooperative Extension has just completed a survey of 148 Chemung County farmers.  This survey was designed to accomplish two goals.  First, CCE wants to keep current on the business needs of our local farmers and be able to tailor its programming to our unique local audience.  Secondly, with Chemung County’s Farmland Protection Plan soon to go before the County Legislature, we would like to take into account the opinions of those who matter most as we work toward the recommendations of that plan.  Those include: stopping the decline of agriculture in the region, protecting rural resources, and fostering new enterprises.  

The survey showed a number of results that would not be surprising to those who have spent a lifetime in agriculture but quantifying those results makes it easier to present those ideas to the general public.  The average age of a farmer is 58, showing that few young people are pursuing farming as a livelihood.   Half of those surveyed depended on off-farm income and 78% relied on family members to help with the work.   Printed publications are still the primary source of information, followed a close second and third by advice from other farmers and Cooperative Extension.  The internet ranked 4th with 63% using it to answer questions.  Communication through regular mailings was preferred more than 2:1 over email.  Common questions involved production techniques, government programs and regulations, marketing and taxes.  Many farmers cited how far they had to travel to obtain their necessary inputs with particular problems being in getting feed, fertilizer, and lime.  Other challenges included low income, high taxes, and restrictive regulations.  Most were interested in energy, especially natural gas drilling but many were also interested in solar and wind opportunities as well.

Attached is a copy of the original survey with the results of those questions printed in red so that you can see how your answers compare with those of your friends and neighbors.   Look for us to offer a forum on our local farming situation as we move toward the public hearing on the Farmland Protection Plan.  Your suggestions are always welcome.  CCE can be reached at 734-4453.

